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Homework Update





Students may now use a computer to complete their nightly reading homework if they so choose.  It is not required for them to do so.





I have created a homework assignment in our Google Classroom.  All students know their login information and may access the Google Classroom from home.  I have included the homework prompts and a sample homework response as additional support.  If students prefer to continue completing their homework in their homework folders, they may make that choice.





Writing





This year our writing skills will be integrated with our EL language arts block.  Students will be learning about grammar, sentence structure, language usage and conventions as they prepare written responses about the texts we are reading in class.





Important Reminders:





Next Early Release – September 28th





Please return GO PLAY SAVE books as soon as possible.





Field Trip Forms are due by September 21st.  











1st Quarter is Passing by. . .





Last week we finished reading our focus text for the quarter, Love That Dog, by Sharon Creech.  Throughout our reading of the text we practiced writing gist and summary statements about small pieces of the text and we learned about the characteristics of poetry.  In addition, we learned how to use text evidence to provide reasoning for our ideas about the main character and the way his feelings about poetry changed during the story.  The children really enjoyed reading poetry written by famous poets like Robert Frost and Walter Dean Myers and seeing how those poets inspired the main character in the story to begin writing poetry, too.





This week we have been reading short biographies about the famous poets we learned about in Love That Dog.  Our mini lessons are focused on research strategies with a goal of writing an informative essay about a poet.  Students will build on these writing lessons for our final unit for the quarter as they write their own poems and essays to present to the class.
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